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Cover Story. 
 
Memories ,memories.  Picture is of the car which won the first Ards T.T. race in 
1928 driven by Kaye Don.  The car would go on to win even more fame being 
raced for over 60 years by owner Tom Delaney who was a British racing driver , 
the oldest driver ever to hold a full R.A.C. competition license before his death in 
2006 at the age of 96. 
 

   
 
The reason this is so important to me is that along with Chris Wilson I met the 
man along with another hero of mine Denis S Jenkinson as guests of Viscount 
Dunleith in 1978.  In the 1950,s D.S.J. was a much more important figure than 



 
Murray Walker reporting on every Grand Prix and other European races for 
MotorSport magazine. 
For 1978 the Ulster Vintage Car Club , together with the U.A.C. still a force in 
those days had planned to celebrate the 50TH.  Jubilee with the original cars doing 
laps of the circuit which in 1978 was largely unchanged.  
I was lucky enough to be involved in planning the event and still have a lot of 
documentation and other items from the day. 

 
 



 
Some very famous names here , as well as Tom Delaney , Viscount Dunleith , Lord 
O’Neill , Lt.Col. Dymock Munsell , Malcolm Templeton and last but just as 
important  Kirkistown marshal Joe Fairley in his chain drive Frazer Nash. 
 
The cars were equally impressive , Lord Howe’s Bentley , Freddie Dixon’s Riley 
together with two other works cars , Malcolm Campbell’s Aston Martin Ulster , 
the works M.G. which won in 1931, together with 4 other works M.G. cars  , 
motoring writer Eoin Young in the G.P. Delahaye and the Tittrington’s driving 
Lagonda and BMW cars. 
 
Jenks did a detailed report for Motor Sport after driving the circuit in one of the 
Fox and Talbot works Talbot 105 team cars , and after a fantastic week had only 
one complaint  “ Fabulous , if only they could have closed the roads !” 
 
The original W series. 
 
With the current W series on T.V. as a support to this years F1 Championship not 
many people will be aware of the lady pioneers in Motor Sport.  It took 10 years 
and a media campaign before the gentlemen of the Brooklands Club lifted the ban 
on female drivers in 1929. The case for female drivers was helped by Mrs Victor 
Bruce who set a new world record at the Monthlery circuit in France , as the 
longest non stop solo drive.  In her 4 ½ litre Bentley she covered 2164 miles in 24 
hours at an average speed of 89 MPH ! 
In 1932 Elsie “Bill” Wisdom and Joan Richmond entered a Riley9 in the annual 
1000 mile race , an 11 hour race called the ultimate test of man and machine. In 
spite of a strong works entry from Talbot and Aston Martin the ladies won the 
race with the result Mrs. Wisdom was offered a works drive for Aston Martin and 
later in the year won a coveted  120MPH medal after lapping Brooklands at 121,4 
MPH.  She was soon joined by Kay Petrie winner of many races over the next few 
years and Mabel Allen both winning 120MPH medals. In 1935 Kay Petrie and 
Gwenda Hawkes were challenged to race each other to find Europe’s fastest 
female driver.  Kay had a 10 litre Delage and Gwenda a Derby Millar , an 
Indianapolis race car.  In practice Kay lapped at 134.24 MPH and Gwenda 135.95 
MPH.  Officials alarmed at the speeds called off the race and Gwenda’s lap stood 
as a record until Brooklands closed.  Other winners included Doreen Evans , 
Dorothy Stanley Turner , Jill Scott , Irene Schwendler and Mildred Bruce. 
 
In the days before helmets , seat belts , roll cages etc, racing was a very 
dangerous game , Brooklands had its fair share of fatal accidents in the 1930’s so 
the fact that these women were so successful  is an incredible feat. 
 



 
Graham Robson  1936 to 2021. 
 
Very sorry to learn recently of the death of Graham Robson,  rally co driver to 
Roger Clark in 1965 , the author of over 170 books on motor sport and motoring 
history and the ultimate expert on the history of on long forgotten British makes 
and models.  I was lucky to meet Graham several times , in the late 80’s he 
hosted the Toyota Motorsport Quiz , we had a team entered , and in the 1990’s he 
was the commentator and judge at several Kilbroney Classic Car events.   I last 
met him at the 2007 International Racing Car show at the N.E.C. I was on the 
BMMC stand , close by was a small stand for the late great cartoonist Jim 
Bamber who I had met the previous year.  At lunch time I was chatting to Jim 
about his new book when Graham stopped with us.  I reminded him of his visits to 
Kilbroney which he remembered with great fondness.  When we were leaving Jim 
very kindly handed us signed copies of his latest book ( see Crap Corner.)     
 
 Classic Car News. 
 
Strange old world.  Over the last couple of months Aston Martin , Ferrari and 
Porsche 911 cars have all lost value , any that were actually sold made less than 
bottom estimate. The immaculate Bond spec Aston DB5 which won an award at 
the Amelia Island concours sold for £600,000, a drop of £150,000 in two years. 
 
However at the same Bonham’s sale a 1955 Mercedes 300sL Gullwing sold well 
above estimate at £1.25 million. Closer to home a 1953 Jowett Jupiter sold for 
£25,984 in spite of being off the road since 1976.  Bonham’s also did well with a 
nice standard 1978 Escort Mexico Mk2 selling way above estimate at over 
£41,000 which is RS2000 money.   
 
This is in contrast to a considerable drop in value for all models of the Ford Capri. 
According to one insider Too many Capri owners decided to cash in recently and 
there are far too many on the market , all but the very best remain unsold at the 
end of August.   
 
New Car News . 
 
Nothing worth talking about apart from the fact Rolls Royce have just announced 
a prototype of an all new Electric Phantom due to go into production in the late 
2020’s  Is it just me or is it the most ugly thing ever suggested by a main stream 
car maker ?  Comments on the back of a Five pound note please ! 
 
 



 
 
      The proposal for a Rolls Royce electric luxury car ??????? 
 

 
 
Fantasy Grand Prix. 
 
FANTASY G.P. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  Total 
ROY  B 33 17 31 27 8 9 18 29 20 19 1 0 29 13 23  277 
James C 32 18 33 29 8 3 21 22 23 18 -8 0 15 16 17  247 
Wright H 28 15 28 28 2 7 15 18 14 20 3 0 20 16 25  239 
Daniel C 20 15 29 15 -1 16 21 18 23 10 12 0 18 18 16  230 
Paul B 18 20 16 28 3 6 20 19 17 20 9 0 26 11 11  224 
Colin W 21 19 24 20 5 6 15 21 14 4 9 0 24 16 16  214 
Rory O'N 21 14 19 23 3 6 18 18 22 12 1 0 17 12 13  199 
Tony McC 17 14 16 16 5 10 10 12 16 22 6 0 14 13 15  186 
Elizabeth H 13 13 13 8 22 12 13 15 16 6 -2 0 9 21 12  171 
Ian C 10 14 10 11 4 5 9 10 9 13 15 0 9 11 15  145 
Robert C 10 11 10 12 7 8 9 11 9 7 14 0 12 8 14  142 
Chris W 10 8 10 11 4 5 9 10 9 13 15 0 9 11 15  139 
Duncan McG 6 6 7 7 6 7 11 4 5 11 4 0 7 13 9  103 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Robert’s RallyBuzz 
 
WIN FOR O’BRIEN AS BUSHWHACKER RETURNS  
 
Omagh Motor Club were determined to make sure their flagship Bushwhacker Rally went ahead last month. 
Despite having to run under current Covid-19 restrictions, the club’s efforts ultimately proved to be very suc-
cessful. The event ran almost exactly to schedule with no major incidents and no stages lost.  
 
The rally didn’t run last year due to the pandemic so it was great to see this classic fast-gravel event (widely 
known as “The Tyrone Grand Prix”) back on the calendar. Spectators were allowed to attend but only in special 
designated areas.  
 
The rally was a stand-alone event and not part of any championship. With the cancellation of the Lakeland 
Stages this was the only gravel rally to be held in NI this year.  
 
I have always thought that Bushwhacker was a brilliant rally name so who thought of it? Apparently back in 
1975 Omagh Motor Club decided on the name for their new event. Bushwhacker was derived from the old say-
ing or poem “Tyrone Among the Bushes”. Add to that the fact that some competitors may stray from the stages 
and “Whack” the trees and there you have it. 
 
Three repeated stages in West Tyrone were on the menu this year. SS1/4 Lough Bradan (6.82 miles) SS2/5 Car-
rickaholten and the longest test SS3/6 Killeter at 9.76 miles. The weather was good and the dry conditions 
meant a level playing field for the 101 starters.  
 
Omagh brothers Patrick and Stephen O’Brien won the rally in their hired Fiesta R5 by 7.8 seconds from pre-
rally favourites Cathan McCourt/Liam Moynihan in a similar car. Jason Mitchell led after the first stage in his 
new Rally2 Fiesta, but the Strabane man crashed out on SS3. Another major retirement was Lithuanian com-
petitor Martanas Samsonas. His Mitsubishi Lancer Evo.9 stopped after SS2 with mechanical problems.  
 
The expected battle between Samsonas and Desi Henry never materialised. Prior to the event Henry withdrew 
his entry, concentrating instead on the tarmac of the NI Championship which comes to a head on the Tour of the 
Sperrins later this month. 
 
The Fiesta of Vivian Hamill finished the Bushwhacker in third place ahead of Garry Jennings right-hand drive 
example. In fact the top six places were filled with Fiesta R5’s, further emphasising the power and the populari-
ty of these machines. The first WRC to finish was former winner Martin Cairns down in seventh place with his 
Fiesta. Gone are the days when WRC Ford’s or Subaru’s dominated Irish stage rallying. 
 
This was Patrick O’Brien’s maiden rally victory and only his second drive in an R5. His first outing ended when 
that Fiesta’s turbo blew whilst in fourth place on the 2019 Bushwhacker. The last O’Brien to win the Bush-
whacker was Hugh, a four-time winner back in the eighties. As far as I know Hugh and Patrick are not related. 
 
Derek McGarrity was out for the first time in a Skoda Fabia R5+. The former NI Champion finished 10th as he 
got used to the car prior to the Tour of the Sperrins. David Crossen’s Mk.2 Escort in twelfth place overall was 
the best finisher of the many 2-wheel-drive competitors. Then came Frank Kelly’s “baby blue” Mk.2 in 14th 
place, just two tenths of a second ahead of Shane McGirr’s Toyota Starlet. Altogether 70 cars finished the rally. 
 
Victor and myself were the finish radio crew on Carrickaholten which we knew very well. Around seven miles 
south west of my old home town of Castlederg, close to the Donegal border, the 4.35 mile forest stage was 



 
closed to spectators this year due to Covid-19 regulations. First time round we had 91 finishers, that would fall 
to 77 on stage five. We had the usual minor accidents and retirements but nothing serious. BMMC/BRMC mar-
shals were also covering start radio and rescue on Carrickaholten. 
 
TYRONE STAGES CANCELLED  
 
What would have been the fifth and final round of the 2021 Motorsport UK ANICC Northern Ireland Rally 
Championship has been cancelled. The Tyrone Stages Rally scheduled for Saturday 6th November would also 
have been a round of the 2021 Motorsport UK Asphalt Rally Championship. 
 
In a press release, organisers Cookstown Motor Club blamed a spike in localised COVID-19 cases as the reason 
for their decision to call off the event. The club stated that many households along the planned closed-road rally 
route are now self-isolating. Therefore the motor club had no alternative but to make the responsible decision to 
cancel the rally and thus avoid any risk of adding to the local infection rate. 
 
At a meeting of NI Championship officials it was decided not to replace the Tyrone Stages Rally due to the 
timeframe involved. This means that the Tour of the Sperrins, which takes place this month, will now be the 
title decider. If there had been five rounds, competitors could have dropped their worst score but now the points 
tally from all four remaining rounds will count.  
 
Derek McGarrity is not happy, he has accused the the NI Championship bosses of handing the title to Jonny 
Greer by not finding a replacement event. On the other hand, Greer says that anyone of the top seven drivers are 
still capable of winning the series, depending on how the last round goes. See more on this in Rally Diary. 
 
EVANS WINS RALLY FINLAND  
 
Congratulations to Elfyn Evans and his co-driver Scott Martin. The little Welshman has become only the sec-
ond British driver to win Rally Finland “the fastest gravel rally in the World”. Of course Northern Ireland’s Kris 
Meeke was the first Brit to win Rally Finland when he drove his Citroen DS3 to victory in 2016. 
 
Evans win on what was the “Rally of the Thousand Lakes” 70th anniversary, puts last year’s runner up right 
back in the frame for the 2021 World Rally Championship. Hyundai’s Ott Tanak/Martin Jarveoja were second 
and team mates Craig Breen and Paul Nagle third. Interestingly Paul Nagle was Kris Meek’s co-driver on that 
historic 2016 win. 
 
Sebastien Ogier had a steady run on Rally Finland (he finished fifth) but still leads the championship by 24 
points from Toyota team mate Evans. The championship battle is now just between these two drivers with two 
tarmac rounds left to run. Rally Spain is next 14-17 October and then Rally Monza 19-21 November. 
 
The WRC calendar for 2022 has still not been finalised. It is now expected to be signed off later this month. 
Nine of the 13 events have already been confirmed. Apparently the WRC promoter would like to see Rally 
Northern Ireland on the calendar next year, but it is not know if the required funding and local Government 
backing can be secured in such a short timeframe. To date Rally NI organisers have remained tight-lipped on 
the subject. 
It’s been two years since the UK last hosted a round of the WRC. That of course was  Wales Rally GB 2019. 
 
Looking Back 
Marshalling Memories  
 
30 Years Ago........1991 



 
 
Robbie McGurk scored the first of his eight Bushwhacker Rally wins in September 1991. The Omagh MC event 
was based in Castlederg and sponsored by the local Castle Inn from where it started and finished. We were 
timekeeping on SS2/7 Short Lough Bradan. There were 10 stages in all using the forests of Lough Bradan, Car-
rickaholten and Killeter. Gordon Noble was Clerk of the Course and there were 88 cars on the entry list. 
McGurk was in an Opel Manta 400 and co-driven by Angela McAleer. 
 
20 Years Ago........2001 
 
An additional event of a revamped 2001 NI Rally Championship was the gravel Haslett Preparations Stages 
Rally on 8th September, organised by Ballynahinch and District MC and based in Drumkeeragh Forest. Eleven 
marshals from our club were on duty as Denis Biggerstaff won this third round in his Metro 6R4. Trevor Moore 
was second in his Escort Cosworth. Due to the ongoing effects of the devastating foot-and-mouth outbreak, En-
niskillen MC’s Lakeland Stages and Omagh’s Bushwhacker Rally were both forced to cancel. 
 
On 22nd September three of us marshalled for Maiden City MC at the very short Aghadowey Airfield Stages. 
This was round four of the NI Championship where Biggerstaff beat Trevor Moore’s Escort Cosworth to win by 
POINT 3 OF A SECOND! These two drivers would battle it out for the title on the fifth and final round, No-
vember’s Toshiba Rally in the forests of Co.Antrim. 
Also last month, Cookstown MC ran the non-championship Blue Circle Stages Rally in Davagh Forest. Seven 
of us were timekeeping and covering radios on this tarmac event. There were several incidents but thankfully no 
one was injured. 
 
10 Years Ago........2011 
 
Kenny McKinstry became the Northern Ireland Rally Champion for the fourth time. The Banbridge car prepara-
tion expert made sure he couldn’t be beaten to the 2011 title when he won the Lakeland Stages last month. 
Driving his favourite Subaru Impreza S8 WRC and with Kenny Hull on the notes, McKinstry beat Donagh 
Kelly’s Mitsubishi Lancer Evo.9 by 11 seconds on this the first gravel round of the Hankook series. Kenny had 
won all six rounds so far with three still to run. 
 
On the Enniskillen MC event, my wife Ray and I were covering timekeeping and radio on the stop line of 
SS1/4/7. We had trouble with our line-of-sight finish. Having moved the flying finish boards to a sensible loca-
tion (where we could see them) the COC Declan Gannon was not happy. Thankfully the situation was resolved 
when MSA Steward Nicky Moffett appeared and agreed with my decision and the event was able to continue. 
Just 4 of us were on duty that day as there were other events taking place. 
 
Former champion Connor McCloskey returned to the MSA Northern Ireland Championship in September 2011 
and proceeded to lead the Bushwhacker Rally from start to finish. The Kilrea driver with the experienced Fran-
cis Regan on the pacenotes, was driving the most powerful car on the event, a Subaru Impreza S11 WRC, well 
suited to the ultra-fast Co.Tyrone gravel stages. The pair had previously won the rally in their championship 
winning year of 2008 when they were in a Ford Focus WRC. 
 
Omagh Motor Club had attracted a fantastic entry of 105 (of which there were 95 starters) for this the most 
popular round of the NI series. The weather was excellent on the day, dry  and sunny which made our job as 
timekeepers that much easier. We would also be covering radio on five of the eleven special stages, while Rory 
and the BMMC rescue unit were on duty at Glenderg. 
 



 
The stages were the usual Lough Bradan, Carrickaholten, Slievedoo and Glenderg with a central service park 
near Castlederg. Rally HQ was in Omagh at the Silverbirch Hotel. Road mileage was 121.89 while the stages 
totalled just 37.80 miles. 
 
Donagh Kelly and Kevin Flanagan were second in a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo.9 while Kenny McKinstry/Kenny 
Hull finished third in their Subaru Impreza S8 WRC. 69 cars finished the rally. 
 
Earlier in September we were timekeeping and providing radio cover on the Tyrone Stages Rally based in the 
Davagh Forest complex. The tarmac event was the third round of the Pacenotes 2011 ANICC 2WD Rally Chal-
lenge. Organisers Cookstown MC decided to go ahead with the rally despite an entry of only 34 cars.  
 
Winners were Charlie Beattie and Camillus Bradley in a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo.6. Declan McNaughton’s Ford 
Escort Mk.2 was second while James and Heather Kennedy finished third in a similar Escort Mk.2, but as 
McNaughton wasn’t registered, the husband and wife paring took maximum points in the Challenge and lead 
with one round left to run.  
 
Charlie Beattie last won a rally in the 80’s and was quick to praise his new “novice” co-driver. Camillus Brad-
ley is the acknowledged “Davagh Master” (he won here for the last four years) but his usual Escort Mk.2 was 
unavailable this time. Rather than miss the rally altogether, Camillus decided to sit with his friend Charlie and 
share with him his expert knowledge of the tight and twisty Davagh stages. The plan worked extremely well as 
the pair finished almost one minute ahead of second placed McNaughton. 24 crews made it to the finish after 
eight challenging stages. Despite heavy overnight rain which made the conditions slippery the day itself was dry 
throughout and there were no major problems.  
  
Rally Diary 
 
Sat. 16th October    Go Power Tour of the Sperrins  
 
Magherafelt and District Motor Club are the organisers of this the fourth and now final round of the 2021 Mo-
torsport UK Northern Ireland Rally Championship. We are due to cover radio and rescue on this 39 mile six-
stage (3 repeated twice) closed-road event.  
 
Sponsorship has been secured from Go Power. The rally will be based in Swatragh/Draperstown. A maximum 
entry of 100 cars including all seven main Championship contenders have been received. Derek McGarrity who 
previously drove a WRC Focus and Fiesta has switched to a Skoda Fabia R5+ otherwise the rest of the leading 
drivers will be in their usual R5 mounts. 
 
Jonny Greer in the Citroen C3 leads the points table 5 ahead of Stephen Wright. Derek McGarrity is third, 11 
down on Greer. Currently on form Desi Henry in his Hyundai i20 realistically needs to win the rally if he has 
any hope of his first NI Championship. Henry retired on round one (scoring only one point for starting) so the 
Portglenone man must finish well here, and hope the other contenders have problems.  
 
There are a maximum of 30 points available for a win, so in theory any one of seven drivers could win the 
championship! The Go-Power Tour of the Sperrins should be a cracking event. May the best man win!!! As we 
all know, anything can happen in rallying!!! 
 
Sat. 20th November    Modern Tyres Ulster Rally  
 



 
Based in Newry (as it was when last held in August 2019) the Modern Tyres Ulster Rally will use 9 closed-road 
stages (3 repeated 3 times) in counties Down and Armagh. Organised by the Northern Ireland Motor Club this 
is the seventh and final round of the 2021 British Rally Championship. The rally should attract a capacity entry. 
Current leaders of the BRC after round four are Oisan Price and Noel O’Sullivan who lead Matt Ed-
wards/Darren Garrod by just four points. Both crews are in Volkswagen Polo GT1 R5’s. BMMC/BRMC mar-
shals will be out in force as usual on the Ulster covering timing, rescue and radio points. Rally HQ will be at the 
Mourne Country Hotel with the service park in Carnbane Industrial Estate and a regroup in Banbridge. Modern 
Tyres (who previously backed Newry and District Motor Club’s Mourne Rally for many years) are the new title 
sponsors of the event. I will have more details next month.  
 
One of the rarest cars to appear on the Circuit Retro  The Rover Marauder of my 
old mate Ian Glass who took part in several 1990’s Retros. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 
CRAP CORNER.  
Jim Bamber remembered. 

 

 
Silly Irish jokes. 
Paddy goes to the Doctor complaining of dizzy spells.  How long has this being going on for ? asks the 
Doctor . About a week says Paddy.  The Doctor examines him and says he needs to run some tests but is 
almost sure it is the result of his sugar being too high.  Oh is that all says Paddy . Sure I will get the wife 
to move it to a lower shelf. 
Mick runs into the Pub and shouts Paddy someone has just stolen your new Merc.  Did you see them asks 
Paddy  No but I did manage to get the Reg. Number. Was the reply. 



 
 
 
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                                                

 


