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Seasons Greetings from ROY and the Committee.  Wishing you all a very happy 
Christmas and a peaceful new year. 
 
As many of you know 2022 has not been a great year for me but we are looking 
forward to a better 2023.   
 
The 2022 A.G.M. went well with as expected both Rory and Colin returned to the 
Committee.  Concern was expressed quite rightly at the age profile of the current 
Committee , with no disrespect we need a couple of younger members to step up 
to the mark. 
 
With help from Chris Wilson I have now fitted a K and N freeflow filter to the 
Honda togather with a gold thermal wrapping to the inlet manifold and also 
insulation to the filter housing which it is claimed adds 16 BHP to the output.  
 
All I need now is to find non E10 petrol to make use of the power.  The powers 
that be have ignored all cars and bikes that cannot use E10 crap.  Are we 
supposed to just scrap them ?  



 
Fiat 500 Fans 
 
Not sure why but in the 2022 German and Italian Hillclimb Championships several 
mad versions of original Fiat 500 cars took part.  Powered by everything from an 
ex-works BMW 1100 cc bike race engine to a full race Suzuki 1300 engine and 
several cars running  Kawasaki  and Hayabusa Moto G.P. engines ( which must 
cost a fortune to run ) these cars have been post lockdown stars of the show. 
 

  
 

  
 

        



 
CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY FOR SOME BUYERS AND SELLERS. 
November auctions continued to provide some unexpected results , in  
particular Anglia Car Auctions where a 1971 Austin 8 cwt van ( Morris Minor 
 with an Austin badge ) sold for a way above average £13,000.  At the same sale a 
much more sensible buyer paid the same price £13,000 for a superb early R109 
Mercedes SL500.  ( which would you choose ?) 
Another bargain buy was the high milage but with full Porsche service history 
Porsche 924 S in full white Martini livery for less than £7,000. 
The replica 1964 ex works Morris Cooper S was sold well at £40,000 ( a real  
one is now worth £100,000 ) but in complete contrast  someone paid over £10,000 
for an MGB GT built to look like a race car but fitted with a Mazda MX5 engine 
and gearbox , why ?  
 
One very brave buyer paid £6480 for a LHD 1959 Alfa Giulietta Sprint. A barn find 
without sills , no bumpers , missing lights and side windows ,and with the bottom 
18 inches of each door and rear wings missing this is going to be a massive and 
very expensive restoration.  In contrast the 1957 MG Magnette cared for by three 
members of the same family for 50 years was a steal at £6,500 as was the 
restored 1963 Alvis TD 21 selling for £16,200 ( that’s 10 grand below its true 
value.)   Another good buy was the 1964 Daimler V8 250 in nice original condition 
selling for £11,400.  A 1964 Mk2 Jaguar in the same condition sells for 40 grand+. 
 
A couple of big surprises at the Sunday sale , a 1988 Merc. 190E  2.3 16V 
Cosworth sold for £31,300 way above estimate and two nice BMW E30 models 
were sold  , first a 1993 Lux convertible selling for only £4200 and next an E30  
325i Touring selling way above at £14,040.  Defeats me why !  
 
Fancy an old Ford for Christmas , prices might surprise you , how about £50 
grand+ for this selection. 

 



 

    
 
Odd market Classic Cars , with the demand for Mk1 Golf GTI car on the rise some 
buyers are now keen on the much less well loved Mk2 GTI.  Bigger , heavier and 
less willing to turn into corners than an early Mk.1 it was also slower in 8 valve 
version and was the subject of much criticism from Mk1 owners. Surprise then 
that someone in October paid over £11,000 for a 140 thousand mile one. A better 
82,000 mile one also sold for a record £16,300 . Other surprises were the nice 
Triumph TR 2 THD  which spend most of it’s life in Africa , totally original apart 
from aero screens and well detailed bonnet louvres to aid cooling it should have 
sold for £20,000 but some lucky punter bid a cheeky £11,025 and bought it. Give 
it twelve months he will double his money.  In contrast the 1974 Mk1 Escort 
Mexico fitted with RS alloy and Cibie spotlights sold way over estimate at over 
£45,000.  A record until Mathenson’s auction ( watch Bangers and Cash on TV) 
have just sold a crash damaged and very rusty RS 2000 valued at £10 to £12 
grand for over £26,000.  Restoration it is estimated will cost £40 grand plus 
meaning the RS should be worth over £66 grand.  I wonder ? 
 
60 Years of the 230 /280 SL Pagoda Top  Mercedes. 
 Introduced in early 1963 to replace the fabulous SL300 gullwing car  Mercedes 
hoped that the smaller and somewhat cheaper 230SL would also find favor and so 
it proved.  In spite of it costing almost double the price of an E Type It soon found 
a celebrity market , helped in America by Mercedes gifting one to astronaut John 
Glenn.  Walt Disney , Audrey Hepburn , Natilie Wood , Tony Curtis , Burt Lancaster 
, Elvis and John Travolta all bought one as did Sophia Loren and at home John 
Lennon , Maurice Gibbs ,George Harrison and not least Sir Stirling Moss. 
The Lennon car and the Moss car have since been sold at auction both selling for 
around £200,000 but people still buying early 280SL cars include David Coulthard 
Kate Moss and recently Nico Rosberg.  The magic lives on.   
 



 

Robert’s RallyBuzz 
 
The Rise & Fall of Rally GB 
 
It has now been confirmed that there will not be a round of the 2023 World Rally Champion-
ship in the British Isles. Since there hasn’t been a WRC event in the UK since 2019, it looks as 
if the glory days of what started out as the RAC Rally of Great Britain are now finally over for 
good!   
 
From the very first RAC Rally of 1932 until Wales Rally GB in 2019 the United Kingdom hosted 
what was one of the three most important rallies in the world every year, with the exception of 
1957 (suez crisis) and 1967 (foot & mouth). A total of 75 years. 
 
In the 1930’s and 40’s the RAC Rally results were produced after around 1000 miles of road 
motoring and just a few driving tests which decided the winners. No official winners were 
listed until 1951.  
 
Then from 1951 until 1959 the RAC Rally became an International event and was known as 
‘The Rally of the Tests’ as sprints, hillclimbs, time trials and driving tests were used through-
out the six days of competition to determine the winner. Over 200 cars competed in 1951. 
 
In the 1960’s major sponsors embraced the RAC event, first The Sun and Daily Mirror, then 
Lombard (1974-1992) Network Q (1993-2002) and finally the Welsh government. In later years 
the rally became a high-profile showcase for the world’s most exciting cars and drivers. 
 
The RAC Rally started using gravel Special Stages in the 1960’s and then became a WRC qual-
ifier 50 years ago in 1973. Normally held in November, the RAC was usually the final round of 
the World Championship. The late autumn stages were always wet, slippery, muddy and 
sometimes snow-covered, thus providing a tough challenge for the competitors. 
 
Following victories for the Ford Escort Mk.1 from 1972-1974, the Escort Mk.2 dominated the 
rally from 1975 until 1980 when Henri Toivonen won in his Talbot Sunbeam Lotus. Huge en-
tries became the norm from the 70’s on as national competitors realised that the RAC Rally 
was their only chance to compete against the best rally drivers in the world. In 1976 there were 
no less than 200 starters but only 71 cars finished the rally. 
 
From 1981 until 2019 four-wheel-drive cars dominated Rally GB, they won the rally every year. 
First there were the fearsome Group B cars. Hannu Mikkola won in ‘81 & ‘82 in the Audi Quat-
tro and Stig Blomqvist won in 1983 with his similar car. Ari Vatanen won for Peugeot in 1984 
while Henri Toivonen had his second RAC victory in 1985 with the new Lancia Delta S4. Timo 
Salonen won the 1986 event in his Peugeot 205 T16 E2.  
 
In 1987 Juha Kankkunen scored the first RAC win for a Group A car when he won in his Lancia 
Delta HF. Group B cars had now been banned from rallying following several tragic accidents 
including the deaths of Henri Toivonen & his co-driver Sergio Cresto on the Tour of Corsica in 
1986. Markku Alen scored another Lancia Delta win in 1988 while Pentti Airikkala took the first 
of many Japanese manufacturer wins in 1989 with his Mitsubishi Galant VR-4. World Rally 



 
Cars arrived in 1997 and would be the car of choice right up until the final Wales Rally GB in 
2019. 
 
My first visit to the Lombard RAC Rally was as a marshal in 1990. Carlos Sainz was the winner 
that year in his Toyota Celica GT4. There were 176 starters of which 96 finished. That event 
had a total of 41 special stages spread over the four days from Sunday to Wednesday. The 
1990 rally used pacenotes for the whole route for the first time. It started and finished in Har-
rogate. We marshalled at scrutineering in Harrogate on the Saturday then SS2 Harewood Hill, 
SS13/18 Dalby, SS23 Hamsterley, SS30 Falstone and SS36 Castle O’er. Sign-on was three 
hours before first car due time. 
 
I continued to marshal on Rally GB for 16 years (every year except 2000) until 2006. After that I 
went over to spectate for a number of years (including the final event in 2019) when the event 
was known as Wales Rally GB. Lots of memories from both marshalling and spectating. The 
crowds were amazing. I remember walking for miles through the crammed car parks to see the 
world’s best drivers tackle famous stages throughout England, Scotland and Wales.  
 
In 1998 the Network Q RAC Rally became the Network Q Rally of Great Britain and timing on 
every stage was to the tenth of a second. This produced a remarkable situation when the first 
Rally GB special stage saw a tie between drivers; the two Subaru team-mates Colin and Alister 
McRae. This was the first time two brothers had led the same World Rally! 
 
From 2000-2019 Rally GB would be held entirely within the boundaries of the Welsh Principali-
ty. The 2000 Rally of Great Britain was an all-ticket affair for spectators, ending four decades 
of free spectating entertainment. There was to be no more freedom to roam in the forests. On 
that event there were 150 starters and 79 finishers. The following years saw entries fall and the 
smallest ever entry came in 2012 when there were only 31 starters and 29 finishers. 
 
Since the World Rally Championship for drivers began in 1979 there have been 19 different 
World Champions. I have been lucky enough to have seen 17 of them in action on Rally GB 
over the years. In fact no less than 11 past, present and future World Champions competed on 
the 1991 Lombard RAC Rally. The only Champions that I haven’t seen on Rally GB stages 
were Bjorn Waldegard and Walter Rohrl, but I did see both of them competing here in Northern 
Ireland. Waldegard took part in a Historic Rally in 2007 while Rohrl won the 1984 Ulster Rally 
in his Audi Quattro Sport. 
 
In 1994 I marshalled the last corner of the final stage of the Network Q Rally GB. There were 
10,000 spectators at that corner alone in Clocaenog to see Colin McRae in his Subaru Impreza 
555 become the first British driver to win Rally GB since Roger Clark in 1976.  
 
The “Great British Rally” in the mid- 90’s was now witnessing it’s most exciting, crowd-pulling 
and naturally talented driver ever seen in action! That driver was Scotland’s own Mr. Colin 
McRae or “The Boy” as we had christened him! 
 
One year later, on Rally GB 1995, we were privileged to watch from our marshals post deep in 
a dark and wet Hafren Forest in Mid-Wales as the same Colin McRae trounced his Subaru 
teammate and title rival Carlos Sainz. It was a move which would insure a second Rally GB 
victory for Colin “The Boy” McRae and as a result he became the 1995 World Rally Champion. 
Not only that, the Subaru Impreza 555 World Rally Team locked out the podium places. Carlos 
Sainz was second overall and Richard Burns third. That year 176 cars started the four-day 
event and 95 finished. There were 28 special stages.  



 
 
Colin McRae would go on to take what would prove to be his third and final Network Q Rally 
GB win in 1997 with his Subaru Impreza WRC. Richard Burns then won the event three years 
in a row. In 1998 with Mitsubishi and 1999 and 2000 for Subaru.  
 
The period from 1997 until 2002 was a special time for Rally GB. These were the last years 
when entry levels were guaranteed to run well into three figures. With the exception of two 
years (2006 and 2007) the event has never since fielded anything like so many competitors. 
Large crowds flooded the stages as the UK press built up the rivalry between McRae and 
Burns labelling it as “The Battle of Britain”. All of which would come to a head on the 2001 
event. 
 
Four drivers arrived at the final round in Wales with a chance of winning the 2001 World Rally 
Championship. Tommi Makinen, Carlos Sainz, Colin McRae and Richard Burns. Makinen re-
tired his Lancer on the first forest stage then McRae, while leading, crashed his Ford Focus 
heavily and out of the rally just prior to our marshalling post in SS4 Rhondda. Sainz’s Focus 
was withdrawn after an accident involving spectators. All this left Richard Burns in the pound 
seats. He would go on to finish the rally in third place, enough for him to become the first Eng-
lishman to claim the world crown, but not before he spun his Subaru Impreza at our junction 
in Rhondda. The rally was now three days long and had a more compact route than ever with 
double-usage of stages. The outgoing world champion Marcus Gronholm won the 2001 Net-
work Q Rally GB in his Peugeot 206 WRC and his teammate Harri Rovanpera was second. 
 
In 2007 & 2009 there were two rounds of the WRC in the British Isles. Rally Ireland was a tar-
mac event using closed-road stages in both Northern and Southern Ireland while Wales Rally 
GB continued to be held on gravel stages. Unfortunately the money ran out and Rally Ireland 
hasn’t run since.  
 
 
The last ever Wales Rally GB was the 12th of the 14-round 2019 WRC. Held in early October, 
Ott Tanak won the rally for the first time in his Toyota Yaris WRC. The Estonian would then go 
on to become the 2019 World Champion after the penultimate round in Spain later that month. 
There were 21 stages in Wales and 1 in England (SS1 Oulton Park) over four days with 53 
starters and 47 finishers. In a separate event using fewer stages, a further 64 cars started a 
two-day National Rally. Wales Rally GB National had been an additional feature since 2010 and 
had a maximum of 85 competitors taking part in 2015.  
 
The last time I saw WRC competitors in competitive action on Rally GB was on Saturday 5th 
October 2019. My son David and I spectated at the famous Sweet Lamb bowl on special stages 
13 & 15. Hundreds (if not thousands) of fans always “flocked” to this remote sheep farm loca-
tion in Mid-Wales where the rally cars could be seen for miles. We had hoped to see the Great 
Orme stage on Sunday but sadly this tarmac test near the rally base in Llandudno was can-
celled at the last minute due to bad weather.  
 
The planned 2020 Wales Rally GB was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Then the 
Welsh Government announced their complete withdrawal of sponsored support for the rally 
going forward. There was hope that a new road-closed Rally Northern Ireland would replace 
Wales Rally GB in 2021 & 2022, but that remote hope was dashed when the power-sharing 
Northern Ireland Assembly at Stormont collapsed. As a direct result, no funding was forth-
coming to support such a venture. Apparently around 3 million pounds would have been re-
quired to secure the event. 



 
 
Money and a quest for a more global oriented championship are the main reasons for the 
WRC to be heading to pastures new and not to the UK. A shame as the fans are missing out 
on seeing their heroes. At least the Welsh fans saw their local hero Elfyn Evans win in his 
Ford Fiesta WRC in 2017.  
 
The most successful winners of Rally GB were Sebastien Ogier (5 times) Petter Solberg (4 in-
a-row) Hannu Mikkola (4 times) Colin McRae (3 times) Juha Kankkunen (3 times) Timo 
Makinen (3 times) Richard Burns (3 times) and Sebastien Loeb (3 times). 
 
The only consolation in the fact that the United Kingdom has lost its place in the WRC calen-
dar is that the series seems to have lost some of its popularity. Unlike F1 the majority of peo-
ple in the UK probably do not realise that there is a World Rally Championship taking place! 
Although highlights of each round are available on ITV4 the following week. Of course the 
whole championship can be streamed live via. the WRC+ app. Selected stages can also be 
seen live on BT Sport channels if you can access them. 
 
As I said earlier, 2022 was the 50th anniversary of the World Rally Championship. There were 
only 12 registered WRC1 Hybrid cars competing and just 3 manufacturers Toyota, Hyundai 
and M-Sport Ford. Beefing up the entry lists were competitors in WRC2 and WRC3 plus on se-
lected events the Junior WRC. The maximum number of competitors starting any of the 13 
WRC rounds was 90 at Rally Portugal in May and the lowest was just 28 on Rally New Zealand 
in late September.  
 
The 13-round 2023 World Rally Championship starts with the Monte Carlo Rally running from 
19-22 January. 
 

Rally Diary  
 
Sat. 3rd December...........MMP Reward Day @ Kirkistown  
 
UNFORTUNATELY THIS EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO A LACK OF RESPONSE.  
 
Tues. 27th December.......It’s Not The Boxing Day Rally  
 
Organised by the Ulster Automobile Club this annual festive event usually attracts a good en-
try list. Listed on the ANICC website as a Targa Rally. I have no further details, but last year 
the event became a single venue Production Autotest and took place at Kirkistown. If you are 
interested in marshalling, please contact the UAC @ ulsterautomobile.club for latest infor-
mation regarding times, signing on etc.  
Incidentally the Ulster Automobile Club have teamed up with Cookstown Motor Club to co-
promote the 2023 Circuit of Ireland Easter Stages Rally. More details about this event will fol-
low in due course. 
 
Thur. 29th December.........Turkey Run Rally  
 
McEVOYMOTORSPORT.COM are the sponsors for this annual festive event. Organised by 
Maiden City Motor Club. Based at the Shackleton Complex in Ballykelly. There are 5 sealed-

http://ulsterautomobile.club/


 
surface Special Stages. We are assisting with rescue and possibly providing stage marshals. 
Sign-on via. rallyscore.net. A full entry list of 80 competitors headed by no less than 29 Ral-
ly2/R5 cars including those of Kenny McKinstry, Derek McGarrity, Desi Henry, Stephen Wright, 
Cathan McCourt and Jason Mitchell out for the first time in a VW Polo GTI. Bring warm cloth-
ing! 
 
Looking Ahead.......Diary Dates for 2023 
NB: These dates are provisional and may be subject to change  
 
2023 ANICC NORTHERN IRELAND RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP  
 
Round 1......Kirkistown Stages.................18 February  
Round 2......Bishopscourt Stages.............11 March 
Round 3......Maiden City Stages................22 April 
Round 4......Tour of the Sperrins................20 May 
Round 5......Down Rally...............................22 July 
 
2023 ANICC NORTHERN IRELAND FOREST RALLY CHALLENGE  
 
Round 1......Fivemiletown Rally..........25 February  
Round 2......Lakeland Stages..............2 September  
Round 3......Bushwhacker Rally..........16 September 
Round 4......Magherafelt MC.........14 or 21 October  
 
2023 IRISH TARMAC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP  
 
Round 1.....Galway Rally............................4/5 February  
Round 2.....West Cork Rally.......................18/19 March 
Round 3.....Circuit of Ireland......................7/8 April 
Round 4.....Killarney Rally of the Lakes....29/30 April  
Round 5.....Donegal International Rally....16-18 June 
Round 6.....Cork 20 Rally............................5/6 August  
Round 7.....Ulster Rally...............................18/19 August  
 
 
 
SEASONS GREETINGS TO YOU ALL ⛄ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
C.C.C.      CHRISTMAS CRAP CORNER.                      

   

   

                                                              Christmas Eve at Kildare Stud Farm. 

 



 

 

 

 

MERRY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.   ROY. 



 
 

 

 

             

 

 

 

                                                               


